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Enter this url or scan this QR code with 
your smart phone or tablet to watch 
a video about what to expect during a 
wolf encounter. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=r76GJDP0uWQ&fea-
ture=youtu.be
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Are ranchers compensated for 
livestock killed or injured by wolves?

Oregon Department of Agriculture has a 
program to compensate livestock producers 
for confirmed and probable depredations by 
wolves, and some missing livestock. Counties 
can also apply for ODA financial assistance 
to assist livestock producers with measures 
to deter wolf-livestock conflict. For more 
information, contact the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture. 

What can ranchers do to respond  
to wolf conflict with livestock?
Ranchers throughout the state (including in 
the federally protected area) are encouraged 
to scare wolves away from livestock (by 
making loud noises for example) without 
harming or injuring them in any way. 

Wolves are scavengers and are attracted to  
livestock carcasses and carcass pits. Livestock 
producers can reduce risk to their livestock 
by removing any carcasses or bonepiles that 
may attract wolves to their pastures.

West of Hwys 395-78-95, (see inside map) 
all management related to harassment 
and take of wolves is regulated by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, not ODFW.

Livestock producers east of Hwys  
395-78-95 should consult the ODFW  
wolf webpage to understand their  
options, which include the ability to 
shoot a wolf caught in the act  
of biting, wounding, killing or  
chasing livestock in 
certain circumstances.

Are wolves a threat to people?
Like other large carnivores (bears, cougars) 
wolves will tend to avoid people. Dangerous 
wolf-human interactions are extremely rare. 
They are more likely to occur when wolves 
are habituated to people, when dogs are 
involved, or if wolves are sick (e.g. rabies). 

Since most Oregonians are unfamiliar with 
wolves, interactions can seem scary.  Most 
wolf encounters involve wolves running away 
quickly or barking and howling.  You should 
leave the area if wolves are barking at you, 
as you may be near a den or feeding site.
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Enter this url or scan this QR code 
with your smart phone or tablet to 
link to the Oregon Wolf Plan.  
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/
Wolves/docs/2019_Oregon_Wolf_
Plan.pdf

The legal status of wolves in Oregon is subject 
to change. For more current information, see 
www.ODFW.com/wolves

Were wolves reintroduced into Oregon?
No. The wolves currently in Oregon migrated 
naturally (walked) into the state or were born 
here. Wolves were captured in Canada and 
released in central Idaho and Yellowstone 
National Park in the mid-1990s but they were not 
released in Oregon. 

State wildlife managers have not captured 
wolves elsewhere and released them in Oregon, 
and there are no plans to do so. While allowed 
under certain circumstances in the Wolf Plan, to 
date wolves have also never been moved from 
one part of Oregon to another.

Are the wolves in Oregon a different 
subspecies than the wolves  
originally here?
The wolves in Oregon today are part of the 
Northern Rocky Mountain wolf population. 
They are descendants of wolves that naturally 
recolonized northwest Montana starting in the 
early 1980s and wolves captured in Canada and 
released in Yellowstone National Park and Idaho 
in the mid-1990s. Historical evidence and wolf 
specimens show wolves from the Canadian 
and northern U.S. Rockies, interior British 
Columbia, Northwest Territories, and nearly 
all of Alaska are closely related. According to 
taxonomists, they belong to a single subspecies 
known as Canis lupus occidentalis and form a 
single population across the Rocky Mountains 
of the northern U.S. and southern Canada.

What is the population goal for  
wolves in Oregon?
The Wolf Plan does not set a maximum 

population cap for wolves. The Phase III 
minimum population objective for 
wolves in Oregon is seven breeding 

pairs on each side of the east-
west boundary (Hwys 97/20/395) 

that divides the state into two wolf 
management zones. Once wolves reach 

that threshold, they would be managed so 
they do not decline below that number or 

climb to numbers that cause unacceptable 
levels of conflict with other land uses. 

What kind of impact will 
wolves have on big game?
The experience of states with more 
established wolf populations suggests  
the impact will vary according to many 
factors (e.g., habitat, winter severity, hunting, 
livestock grazing patterns, other predators). 

Where elk are present, biologists predict that 
elk will be the preferred prey. In some areas 
of Idaho and Montana, elk populations have 
declined, while in other areas with wolves, 
elk populations are stable or increasing. 

What can ODFW do about wolves  
and big game populations?
Healthy big game populations are important 
for Oregon’s citizens and local economics 
and will also play an important role in 
achieving wolf conservation in Oregon. ODFW 
will manage wolf numbers in balance with 
big game and other wildlife populations. To 
date, it has not been necessary to reduce 
big game hunting tags due to wolves in 
any Oregon wildlife management unit.

ODFW closely monitors both wolf and 
game (deer, elk, bighorn sheep, goat) 
populations. As wolf numbers increase 
and wolf population objectives are met, 
ODFW will evaluate wolves’ impact on game 
populations. If game populations are below 
their management goals and wolf predation 
is determined to be a primary cause of 
their decline, the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission could authorize controlled take 
of wolves. 

For more information about wolves and 
game animals, see Chapter 5 (Wolf-Ungulate 
Interactions) of the Oregon Wolf Plan.

How many wolves are currently 
in Oregon?
ODFW provides a minimum known count of 
wolves present in Oregon at the end of the 
year. It is a direct count of wolves, not an 
estimate. It can be difficult to document every 
wolf, especially lone wolves or new pairs, 
so the actual number of wolves in Oregon is 
higher than the minimum count. The most 
recent minimum Oregon wolf count is available 
at www.ODFW.com/wolves. 

What is their current legal status?
West of Highways 395-78-95, wolves are listed 
on the federal Endangered Species Act and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service makes management 
decisions regarding harassment and take of 
wolves in response to wolf-livestock conflict. 

As of Nov. 10, 2015 wolves are no longer 
listed as a state Endangered Species in 
Oregon. They are still considered a special 
status game mammal, protected by 
statute and managed under the Oregon 
Wolf Conservation and Management Plan 
(Wolf Plan) throughout the state.
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